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MASERU – A CIVIL society organisation advocating for the supremacy of the constitution,

Section 2, has condemned what it describes as a “dangerous erosion” of the rule of law in

Lesotho.

Section 2’s yesterday statement cited a pattern of institutional failure across key state

agencies.
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The organisation pointed to incidents involving the Directorate on Corruption and

Economic Offences (DCEO), the Lesotho Correctional Service (LCS), and the National

Security Service (NSS), saying these are not isolated but part of a growing systemic crisis.

“It is systemic. It is escalating. And it is dangerous,” the statement reads.

SECTION 2 referenced thepost’s recent report that the DCEO subjected Advocate Veronica

Matiya, the Master of the High Court, to sustained interrogation and pressure to force her

to sign an affidavit that was not of her own making.

The affidavit was allegedly signed under duress and outside the presence of a

Commissioner of Oaths.

The organisation said if these allegations are true, “they would represent conduct

fundamentally incompatible with the rule of law”.

It also criticised the silence of authorities, noting that more than 10 days after the reports

surfaced, no official response had been issued.

“In matters of this magnitude, silence erodes trust, fuels speculation, and undermines

institutional legitimacy,” Section 2 said.

The organisation further highlighted findings from a report released on Tuesday by the

Ombudsman, Advocate Tlotliso Polaki, which paints a bleak picture of conditions within

the Lesotho Correctional Service.

According to the report, none of the recommendations made in 2023 have been fully

implemented.

Only 12 percent have seen partial progress, while 88 percent remain unaddressed.

The report cites overcrowding, inadequate resources, poor inmate welfare, and low staff

morale as key challenges.

Section 2 said these conditions raise serious concerns about the government’s compliance

with constitutional and international human rights obligations.

“The continued neglect of the LCS undermines not only the rights of inmates but also the

integrity of the justice system as a whole,” the organisation said.
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The statement also raised concern over the conduct of the NSS Director General,

Itumeleng Letsepe, accusing him of defying a binding judgment of the Court of Appeal.

Section 2 said the failure to comply with the court order, coupled with the absence of any

official explanation, amounts to a direct challenge to judicial authority.

The organisation noted that it had previously condemned Letsepe’s conduct on March 11,

2026, but that no action or response has followed.

“No clarification. No retraction. No compliance,” the statement said.

Section 2 argued that the three cases point to a broader and deeply troubling trend in

which law enforcement institutions are operating outside the bounds of the law.

It alleged that the DCEO may have manipulated evidence to sustain prosecutions and the

LCS continues to operate under systemic neglect.

Also, the NSS has shown open contempt for court orders without consequence.

“This is the emergence of a culture where law enforcement agencies have become a law

unto themselves,” the organisation said.

The organisation expressed concern over what it described as a complete absence of

accountability across the institutions involved.

It pointed to the lack of response from the DCEO, inaction on the Ombudsman’s findings

regarding the LCS and the failure to enforce the Court of Appeal ruling against the NSS.

According to Section 2, this silence sends a dangerous message that public officials can act

without consequence.

“This is how constitutional democracies begin to unravel — not in dramatic moments, but

through unchecked patterns of impunity,” the statement said.

Section 2 has called for immediate intervention, including an independent investigation

into the DCEO’s conduct, implementation of reforms within the LCS, and enforcement of

the court ruling against Itumeleng Letsepe.

It also urged the government to provide a full public account on all three matters and to

strengthen oversight mechanisms.
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The organisation warned that Lesotho is at a turning point, where failure to act could lead

to a complete breakdown of the rule of law.

“The question is no longer whether our institutions are failing — that is now evident. The

real question is whether there remains the political will to correct the course,” it said.

“If this trajectory continues, the rule of law will not simply erode — it will give way entirely.”

Section 2 said it would continue to speak out and hold authorities accountable.
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